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ANNUAL  REPORT. 

For  the  Year  1950  of 
THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
To  the  DEPWADE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


Mr . JChairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I have  the  honour  to  present 
my  annual  report  for  the  year  1950,  which  is  compiled  according  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  vital  statistics  of  the  district  are  given  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  report  together  with  certain  other  tables  of  interest. 

Staff. 

Dr.  W.W.  Sinclair  relinquished  his  post  as  your  Medical  Officer  and 
was  succeeded  by  Dr.  A.E,  Brown  on  the  13th,  May  1950. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr,  Sinclair  and  one  which  I now  share  as  the 
result  of  my  own  experience,  that'  the  offices  of  the  four  Councils 
comprising  "Area  5"  are  too  far  apart  to  permit  of  your  Medical  Officer 
carrying  out  his  duties  from  them  as  bases,  and  I am  pleased  to  record 
that  the  Councils  concerned  have  accepted  in  principle  the.  necessity  of 
centralising  as  much  routine  work  as  possible  in  one  office. 

The  County  Council  have' acquiesced  in  the  temporary  Local  Area 
Office  at  Long  Stratton  being  used  for  this  purpose  and  it  is  hoped  that 
agreement  on  clerical  assistance  etc,  will  soon  be  reached. 

Population, 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of  your  district  at 
the  31st.  December,  1950,  to  be  18,  04  0.  This  shows  an  increase  in 
population  of  14-0  during  the  year  1950.  The  natural  increase  by  births 
over  deaths  during  the  year  was  27  so  that  the  move  of  people  into  the 
district  from  outside  its  boundaries  still  continues  as  in  1948  and  1949. 

There  wore  26 7 live  hirths  in  your  district  during  1950  and  this 
gave  a live  birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  of  14,8, 

This  is  0.9  per  1000  less  than  the  figure  for  1949  vi/hich  is  not 
significantly  different  from  the  average  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  year  under  consideration.  Rates  for  recent  years  Ysrill  be 
found  in  Table  9. 

The ^ still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  births  was  11,1  which  shows 
a reduction  on  the  previous  year. 

Death  Rate. 

The  death  rate  in  your  district  during  1950  was  13.3  par  1000  of 
the  population  which  shoY/s  a decrease  of  0,78  per  1000  compared  with 
the  figures  for  1949.  The  rates  in  post  Y/ar  years  will  be  found  in 
Table  9.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1950  was  11.6  per 
1000  and  corresponding  figures  for  previous  years  are  also  shown  in 
the  same  table.  In  1948,  55%  of  the  total  deaths  were  due  to  diseases 
specifically  associated  with  old  age.  In  1949  this  figure  was  68%  and 
for  1950,  58%. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  during  recent  years  is  shown  in 
’ , Table  1 8 and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  has  risen,  considerably 
\ j&n  1950,  accounting  for  20. 4/?  of  all  deaths  in  your  district. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate . 


The  mortality  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  was  22.47  per  1000 
live  births.  There  v/ere  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  children  under  one 

year.  These  figures  still  compare  very  favourably  with  the  national 
average , 


Infant  Mortality  Rate,  (contd) 


There  were  no  deaths  of  mothers  as  a result  of  child  "birth  in  1950, 
a good  record  which  has  been  maintained  now  for  some  years.  One  baby 
died  as  a result  of  premature  birth. 


Infectious  Disease,  excluding  Tuberculosis , 

Details  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  1950  are  given  in 
Tables  11  and  12.  It  will  be  seen  from  Table  12  that  a small  epidemic 
of  measles  commencing  in  the  last  quarter  of  19*+9  and  reaching  its  peak 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1950  occurred,  gradually  subsiding  as  the  year 
passed  by.  A total  of  hl8  cases  were  notified.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Nine  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  seven  paralytic  and  two  non-paralytic, 
were  notified,  all  occurring  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year.  Most 
of  these  cases  were  mild  and  there  were  no  deaths  but  h patients  will 
suffer  some  degree  of  permanent  disability. 

Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year.  In  this  connection  I am  pleased  to  note  that  the  Model 
Bye-Laws  dealing  with  the  wrapping  and  handling  of  food  have  been  adopted 
by  you.  Their  full  implementation  is  difficult  in  these  times  . . 
but  they  place  another  weapon  against  the  spread  of  disease  in  the  hands 
of  your  officers. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  two  cases  of  malaria  we re 
notified,  both  these  occurring  in  persons  returning  from  overseas. 

189  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  in  the  year  under  review. 
Large  scale  investigations  to  determine  the  value  of  immunisation  against 
this  disease  are  in  progress  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  results  will 
indicate  the  best  policy  to  be  followed. 


Meantime,  immunisation  is  in  the  hands  of  general  practitioners  and 
I consider  it  a wise  arrangement  pending  more  exact  information  on  the 
degree  of  protection  afforded. 

Tuberculosis . 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  register' is  shown  in  Table 
l*f,  It  will  be  seen  that  19  new  cases  were  notified,  11  pulmonary  and 
8 non  pulmonary,  and  22  were  removed  from  the  register  as  dead,  recovered 
or  removed,  from  the  district,  leaving  a total  of  122,  There  is  reason 
to  bolicv©  that  this  number  may  be  in  excess  of  the  true  figure  and  an 
active  revision  of  the  register  is  in  progress. 


Nevertheless,  tuberculosis  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  serious 
problems  effecting  the  country  as  a whole.  During  1950  the  operation 
of  the  machinery  for  dealing  with  this  disease  as  provided  for  under 
the  Hcaltia  Service  Act.  19*+o,  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  satisfactory, 
there  being  at  least  tnree  authorities  involved  in  the  control  of  the 
various  aspects  of  the  disease.  Efforts  have  been  made  in  conjunction 
with  my  colleagues  in  other  parts  of  Norfolk  to  achieve  better  co- 
ordination and  it  is  hoped  that  by  next  year  the  system  will  be 
functioning  more  smoothly.  It  is  imperative  that  your  Medical  Officer 
should  hawe  available  to  him  routinely  such  information  as  is  necessary 
for  him  too  carry  out  his  responsibilities  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1930. 


.A  more  cheerful  side  of  the  picture  is  that  the  w&iting  list  for 
hospital  beds  in  Norfolk  is  as  short  as  anywhere  in  the  country. 

Vaccinations  . 

Since  vaccination  ceased  to  be  compulsory  there  has  been  a falling 
off  in  the  number  of  children  vaccinated,  in  the  country  as  a whole. 

This  is  potentially  a serious  danger.  There  are  several  advantages  in 
carrying  out  primary  vaccination  during  infancy. 


Vaccinations,  (contd) . 

1 55  infants  were  vaccinated  in  1950,  representing  58%  of  the 
children  born  in  that  year,  and  although  this  is  lower  by  10%  than  the 
corresponding  figure  for  19^9,  it  still  compares  very  favourably  with 
other  areas. 

Dental  State  of  the  Children . 

I am  much  concerned  with  the  state  of  the  teeth  of  the  children 
in  your  district  and  the  fact  that  the  services  available  to  them 
have  steadily  dwindled  since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  on  the  5th,  July  19^8, 

This,  in  spite  of  ministerial  statements  that  children  and 
expectant  mothers  should  have  priority  treatment. 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  anomalies  in  financial  arrangements 
in  the  various  parts  of  what  is  now  a State  Health  Service  is  at  the 
basis  of  the  present  difficulties  and  while  I realise  that  you  are 
not  the  authority  responsible  in  this  matter,  I feel  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  draw  your  attention  to  the  position, 

I do  not  think  your  district  is  worse  off  than  the  majority  at 
the  present  time  - the  problem  is  a national  one  - but  a heavy 
responsibility  rests  with  those  whose  task  it  is  to  assess  a prematurely 
edentulous  population  in  financial  terms.  The  situation  is  further 
aggravated  by  the  fact  that  a large  proportion  of  the  public  does  not 
realise  the  importance  of  the  preservation  of  their  teeth,.  They  all 
too  often  regard  the  dentist  only  as  a man  who  pulls  them  out. 

This  report  deals  with  the  position  during  the  year  1950  but  I 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  drawing  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  priority  classes,  i.e.  pre-school  and  school  children, 
pregnant  and  nursing  mothers,  are  still  entitled  to  completely  free 
services  under  the  Act, 

Housing, 

This  is  still  the  largest  problem  affecting  the  lives  of  the  people 
both  locally  and  nationally.  There  is  evidence  that  many  properties 
are  falling  into  disrepair  as  a direct  result  of  the  operation  of  the 
Rent  Restrictions  Acts,  Never  vi/ere  houses  more  needed  than  in  the 
present  decade  and  never  was  there  a position  more  foolish  than  that 
which  exists  at  present  in  so  far  that  owners  are  manifestly  not  in 
a position  to  keep  their  properties  in  reasonable  repair.  These  remarks 
apply  particularly  to  a district  such  as  yours  where  a large  proportion 
are  rented  at  a few  shillings  a week  only. 

You  are  already  aware  that  these  are  serious  practical  incompatab- 
ilities  between  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts  on  the  other,  I would  point  out  that  the 
former  are  the  outcome  of  a century  of  slow  and  methodical  progress 
in  the  field  of  Public  Health  and  in  my  opinion  it  is  a great  pity 
that  temporary  financial  expedients  such  as  the  Rent  Restrictions  Acts 
should  prejudice  the  operation  of  sounder  and  more  permanent  legislation, 

I hope  that  the  Council  will  use  its  influence  when  and  where  it 
can  in  the  direction  of  securing  suitable  amendments  to  the  Rent 
Restrictions  Acts, 

Housing  Survey , 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  to  date  in  connection  with  the 
housing  survey  in  your  area  are  reported  in  the  section  dealing  with 
the  sanitary ■ circumstances  of  the  district.  It  will  be  seen  that 
only  291  houses  have  been  surveyed  during  1950  and  at  this  rate  the 
survey  will  not  be  completed  for  at  least  another  five  years.  Until 

this  survey  is  completed  the  Council  will  have  no  true  baseline  on 
which  to  judge  the  progress  or  otherwise  of  the  housing  circumstances 
of  the  district  in  years  to  come,  nor  is  it  at  present  possible  to  say 
how  far  the  present  building  programme  is  keeping  pace  with  the 
deterioration  of  older  property  and  I hope  you  will  give  the  expedition 
of  this  matter  your  early  consideration. 


Housing  Survey:;  (contd)  . 


I would  draw  attention  to  the  truly  temporary  nature  of  the 
converted  premises  on  airfield  sites  and  similar  places.  The  Council 
is  aware  that  many  of  these  are  already  unsatisfactory  and  the  useful 
life  of  the  remainder  is  limited. 

During  the  year  demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  13 
properties  compared  with  13  in  1949#  In  a number  of  cases  informal 
action  has  been  taken  to  get  essential  work  carried  out  with  success. 

Water  Supplies , 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  on  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
district  that  5 0%  of  samples  taken  from  sources  of  water  other  than 
main  supplies  were  reported  as  unsatisf actory  by  the  Public  Health 
laboratory  and  I consider  it  probably  that  a complete  survey  would 
show  similar  results. 

Neverthless,  I would  like  to  say  that  the  fact  that  there  are  1904 
houses  and  some  6662  persons  in  your  district  drawing  water  from  the 
mains  either  by  stand-pipe  or  by  internal  taps  and  representing  36,9% 
of  the  population,  shows  most  satisfactory  progress  in  this  direction 
particularly  bearing  in  mind  the  difficulties  inherent  in  an  area 
such  as  yours. 

Increased  availability  of  water  inevitably  means  an  increase  of 
use,  especially  where  the  main  is  laid  to  taps  inside  the  house  and  the 
water  must  be  carried  away  again.  While  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  conversion  of  pail  closets  where  sewers  are  available  , I would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  need  for  continually  pressing 
for  conversion  wherever  possible. 

I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Council  members  for  their 
co-operation,  to  Mr.  Bowden,  Mr,  Weeks  and  other  officers  of  the 
Council  for  their  willing  assistance  and  to  the  staff  of  my  office 
for  considerable  help  in  the  preparation  of  the  report. 


SIGNED ; A.E.  BROWN, 


Table  1, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  . 79,  742 
Estimated  Resident  Population  18, 040 
Rateable  Value  £50, 125 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £ 215 


Table  2.  LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

135 

115 

250 

Illegitimate 

10 

7 

17 

Total 

145 

122 

267 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  Resident  Population  14.80. 


Table  3.  STILL  BIRTHS. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

M 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,  000  of  estimated  Resident  Population  0,l6. 


Table  A.  DEATHS  (all  ages) . 


Males 


125 


Females 


115 


Total 


2^-0 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,  000  of  estimated  Resident  Population  13.3. 


Table 


5 . INFANT  MORTALITY  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year) . 

.( •- — T f 


4 

i 

Males  j Females  j Total 

i 

| Legitimate 
; Illegitimate 

' i ! 

6 - 6 

Total 

6 I - i 6 j 

j i _ ; 

19^9  ! 1950 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,  000 

live  births  j 31*^6  i 22, b7 

table 


6.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR, 


, 1 L • 

i 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

1 i 

Congenital  Malformations 

1 

_ 

1 

Birth  Injuries 

1 

- 

1 

Gas tro-Ent iritis 

1 

— 

1 

Broncho- Pneumonia 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

6 

- 

6 

Cable  7,  CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS  (Registrar-General) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

b 

1 

5 - 

1 

1 

- 

1 

mm 

1 

2 

: 

2 

7 

2 

9 

5 

1 

6 

- 

7 

7 

15 

12 

27 

1 

1 

lb 

17 

31 

13 

6 

1? 

2 

A 

6 

2b 

3b 

58 

6 

5 

11 

2 

1 

3 

8 

2 

10 

A 

5 

9 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

- 

3 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

13 

20 

2 

1 

■ m 

3 

125 

115 

2*+0 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory, 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other, 

3.  Syphilitic  disease. 
b.  Diphtheria. 

5,  Whooping  cough. 

6,  Meningococcal  infections, 

7%  Acute  poliomyelitis, 

8.  Measles. 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases, 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach, 

11 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

12 . Malignant  neoplasm,  breast, 

13 . Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus, 

1h. Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms. 
16. Diabetes, 

17»Vascular  lesions' of  nervous  system. 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina, 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease, 

20. Other  heart  disease, 

21. Other  circulatory  disease, 

22. Influenza. 

23 . Pneumonia , 

2b .Bronchitis . 

25. Other  diseases  of  respiratory ,sytem, 

26,  Ulcer. of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

20.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate, 

30.  Pregnancy  childbirth,  abortion. 

31.  Congenital  malformations. 

^^Maed  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
33 .Motor  vehicle  accidents, 

3H.A11  other  accidents. 

35. Suicide. 

36. Homicide  and  operations  of  war. 

Total 


Table  8,  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  DEATHS  RECEIVED  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1950,  ""(According  to  Ace  Groups) , 


i 

Males 

Females 

Total 

! Under 

j 

1 year 

5 

6 

mm 

6 

1 

and 

under 

- 

— 

! 5 

u 

ii 

10 

1 

- 

' 1 

! 10 

n 

i» 

20 

— 

- 

- 

20 

n 

it 

30 

2 

1 

3 

30 

ii 

ii 

40 

1 

1 

2 

l+o 

it 

ii 

5o 

7 

4 

11 

5o 

ti 

6o 

12 

9 

21 

60 

ii 

ii 

70 

22 

23 

45 

! 70 

ii 

ii 

8o 

45 

36 

81 

! 80 

ii 

ii 

90 

26 

32 

58 

! 90 

ti 

ti 

100 

2 

8 

10 

Total 

124 

114 

238 

Table  9.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  RATES. 


. 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

• 

Live  Births  (per  1000  pop.) 

1 . • - 

1 - 

V.  , 

1 ' 

A , . 

Depwade  Rural  District 
England  and  Wales 

19.62 

19.1 

19.11 

20.5 

17.39 

17.9 

16.76 

16.7 

14.8 

15.8 

Still  Births  (per  1000  total 

births') 

17.8 

33.1 

34,48 

13.2 

11.1 

Crude  Deaths  (per  1000  pop.) 

Depwade  Rural  District 
England  and  Wales 

12.62 

11.5 

14.9 

12.0 

12.25 

10,8 

14,08 

11.7 

13.3 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1000 

live  births) 

Depwade  Rural  District 
England  and  Wales 

12.0 

43.0 

34.2 

41.0 

25.9 

34.0 

31.46 

32.0 

22,47 

29.8 

Table  10.  BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  HATES f ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY.  MATERNAL 

MORTALITY  AND'  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN 

THE  YEAR  1950.'  'PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  BASED  ON  QUARTERLY  RETURNS. 


126  County 

148  Smaller 

1 

Area  5. 

Boroughs 

Towns  (Res- 

(Diss  and  * 

and  Great 

ident  Popu- 

Wymondham, 

England 

Towns  inc- 

lation 

Depwade 

and 

luding 

25,  000-50,  000 

and  Loddon 

Wales 

London, 

at  1931  Cens-us 

Districts) 

Rates 

oer  1. 000  Home  Population 

Births  s 

Live  Births 

15.8 

17.6 

16.7 

14.75 

Still  Births 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.30 

Deaths : 

All  Causes 

11.6 

12.3 

11.6 

12,12, 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  cough 

0,01 

0.01 

0,01 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0,00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.36 

0,42 

0.33 

0.22. 

Influenza 

0.10 

0.09 

0,10 

0,10 

Smallpox 

_ 

.. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0.02 

0.02 

0,02 

0 

• 

0 

0 

(including  polioencephalitis) 

Pneumonia 

' 

0,46 

0.49 

0.45 

0.32 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0,01 

0.00 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.05 

Scarlet  fever 

1.50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.67 

Whooping  cough 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

6.87 

Diphtheria 

0,02 

0.03 

0,02 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.17 

0.19 

0,16 

0.35 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

19.80 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.97 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

j 

(including  polioenceph- 

alitis)  Paralytic 

0,13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.25 

Non  paralytic 

0,05 

0.05 

0.06 

0,07 

Food  Poisoning 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0,12 

eaths ; 

Rates  d 

sr  1. 000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 year 

of  age 

29.8(a) 

33.8 

29.4 

13.56 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

under  2 years  of  age 

1.9 

2.2 

1.6 

3.3 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Rate 

3S  oer  1.  000 

Total  (Live  and 

St  1131  Births 

Puerperal  fever  and  pyrexia 

\ 5.81 

7W!T 

"V.33 

6V64 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales . 


International  List-' No. 
and  Cause. 


IRates  per  1,  000  'Total 
(Live-._and  still)Births 


Rates  per  million 
women  aged  15-44 


651;  Abortion  with  sepsis 
650, 652,  Other  abortion 
640-649,  670-678.  Complication 
of  pregnancy  and  delivery 
60I.  Sepsis  of  childbirth 
the  puerperium, 

60O, 682-689,  Other  complications 
of  the  puerperium 


(a)  Per  1,  000  related  live  births. 


Table  11,  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING 
TUBERCULOSIS)  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS. 


-v, •’ \ * •"  t-’V"  • • , 

Under 

- 1 



1-2 

yrs. 

:3-4 

■yrs. 

.5-9  '.i 

yrs. 

10-l4; 

yrs. 

-1 5-24 

yrs. 

Over 

25 

| 

Total ! 

Scarlet  Fever 

mm 

' 7 4 

6 

26 

9 

mm 

45 

Whooping  Cough  . 

. ' 5 

25 

64 

82 

10 

3 

— 

189 

Measles  ...  > . ' . - 

5 

..  66 

74 

212 

39 

10 

12 

418 

Pneumonia 

— 

- 

3 

2 

8 

12 

25 

Erysipelas  , - ; - . , 

- 

' - 

- 

- 

- 

11 

11 

Infective  Jaundice  . 

■— 

— 

2 

1 

5 

1 

7 

• 16  • 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

~ 

- 

3 

l 

2 

1, 

Uvir 

do  .non  paralytic  " 

- 

. - 

- 

i - 

- 

2 

' ■ 2 

Encephalitis  (infective) 

- 

■ J - 

- 

- 

- 1 

- r 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Malaria 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

"2 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Weil’s  Disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

'4 

Total 

10 

95 

146 

328 

66 

29 

53 

727 

Table  12 . INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1950  (OTHER 
THAN  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Quarters 


1st 

— 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

20 

16 

9 

45 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

51 

69 

66 

189 

Measles 

294 

87 

36 

1 

418 

Pneumonia 

9 

9 

5 

2 

25 

Erysipelas 

4 

3 

2 

2 

11 

Infective  Hepatitis 

11 

2 

1 

2 

16 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

- 

- 

7 

- 

7 

" (Non-  Paralytic) 

• m 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Encephalitis  (Infective) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Malaria 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

— 

3 

3 

Weil’s  Disease 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

. 

2 

- 

4 

Total 

343 

172 

135 

77 

727 

Table  13 . TUBERCULOSIS  (DETAILS  OF  NEW  CASES  DURING  1950) 


Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M, 

F. 

0-4 

1 

mm 

5-14 

- 

— 

1 

4 

15-24 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25-34 

2 

_ 

1 

an 

35-44 

1 

_ 

— 

45-54 

- 

2 

_ 

m 

55-64 

1 

65 

1 

- 

- 

Total 

r' 

6 

3 

5 

Table  Ik- . TUBERCULOSIS  (Number  of  Cases  on  T.B.  Register  end  1950) 


Table  16.  D I PHTHER I A IMMUNIS AT I ON  S CHEUE . 


The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
children  in  Area  No. 5.  comprising  Diss  and  Wymondham 
Urban  Districts  and  Depwade  and  Loddon  Rural  Districts 
for  the  year  ended  31st.  December,  1950, 


Under 
School  Age 

School  Age 

T ' 

Total 

Numbers  Immunised 
Est,  Population 
Percentage  Immunised 

l,45o 

3, 274 

44.2 

^ 62 5 

5,905 

78.3 

6,  0 75 
9,179 
66,1 

Table  17.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

The  State  of  vaccination  of  children  born  during  191+9 
and  1950  resident  in  the  District  and  in  Area  5,  comprising 
Diss  and  Wymondham  Urban  Districts  and  Depwade  and  Loddon 
Rural  Districts  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Depwade  R.D. 

Area  5 

19^9 

1950 

1949 

1950 

Number  of  live  births 

registered 

300 

267 

6l6 

590 

Number  of  vaccinations  * 

recorded 

206 

155 

340 

280 

Percentage  vaccinated 

68,6 

58.1 

55.2 

47.4 

Table  18.  DEATHS  DUE  TO  CANCER. 


19^6 

1947 

19^8 

19^9 

1950  | 

Number  of  Deaths 
Percentage  of  Total 

33 

26 

kl 

29 

49  1 

Deaths 

15 

10.3 

18.9 

11.5 

20,1+ 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

During  the  year  126  water  samples  were  taken  with  results  as 
indicated  in  the  following  table 


MAIN  WATER 

ROUTINE  SAMPLES 

For  bacteriological  examination 

No  .Taken, 

lb 

No, Fit,  No, Unfit. 

ll+ 

No, Doubtful, 

For  Chemical  analysis 

1 

1 

- 

MAIN  WATER 

SAMPLES  FROM  NEW  MAINS 

For  bacteriological  examination 

30 

16 

12 

2 

WELLS.  BORE  AND  OTHER  SOURCES. 
For  bacteriological  examination 

58 

29 

28 

1 

For  Chemical Lanalys is . 

23 

lb 

7 

2 

TOTALS 

126 

7b 

b7 

5 

NOTE; 

In  all  cases  where  new  mains  or  extensions  are  laid,  samples  are 
taken  and  followed  up  until  the  water  is  reported  to  be  bacteriologically 
fit  for  use. 

There  continued  to  be  a drop  in  the  water  levels  of  the  shallow 
wells  throughout  the  District,  and  carting  of  water  had  to  be  resorted 
to  in  20  parishes  out  of  the  35  in  the  District. 

Again,  I would  like  to  emphasize  the  potential  danger  to  health 
of  water  derived  from  shallow  wells.  Only  after  careful  consideration 
of  the  site  and  surroundings  should  new  wells  of  this  type  be 
permitted  and  the  provisions  of  the  Building  Bye-laws  regarding  their 
construction  should  be  rigidly  enforced.  It  is  hoped  that  by  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Council's  main  water  scheme  the  use  of  such  wells 
will  be  reduced  considerably  in  the  next  few  years. 

Piped  Water  Supplies . 


23.85  miles  of 

new  mains  and  extensions  were  carried  out  as  follows;- 

Alburgh. 

5130  yds. 

Needham 

3091  yds. 

Bressingham, 

948  yds. 

Pulham  Market 

3496  yds. 

Bjmwell  & Carle ton 

Rode,  4533  yds. 

Stage  I Rising 

Main 

5370  yds , 

Hempnall. 

2710  yds. 

Harleston  Tower  to 

Moulton  & Aslacton, 

b7 2b  yds. 

Pulham  St.  Mary 

9500  yds. 

The  number  of 

dwellings  and  approximate  population  being  supplied 

from  piped  water  is 

as  follows 

Number 

of  Houses . 

Direct 

By 

Total 

Estimated 

Parish . 

to  Houses. 

Standpipe . 

Houses , 

Population. 

Aslacton  & Moulton 

92 

6 

98 

3^3 

Bressingham 

117 

36 

3.53 

536 

Bunwell  & Carleton 

Rode,  148 

12 

160 

560 

Denton 

55 

37 

92 

322 

Dickleburgh 

90 

8 

98 

3^3 

Forncett 

Ilf 

14 

49 

Hempnall 

71 

20 

91 

31? 

Long  Stratton 

180 

39 

219 

766 

Morningthorpe 

30 

10 

4o 

14  0 

Needham 

35 

10 

45 

157 

Pulham  Market 

101 

19 

120 

420 

Harleston 

390 

74 

464 

1624 

Roydon 

45 

16 

61 

Ol  T 

Carried  Forward  1360 

287 

l655 

5791- 

Number 

Parish.  Direct  to 

Houses. 

Brought  fwd.  13 68 
Scole  160 

Tacolneston.  12 

Tibenham.Sx  R.A.F.Site.  15 
Thorpe  Abbott s ditto  40 
Wortwell.  22 

TOTALS 1617 


of  Houses. 


By 

Total 

Estimated 

Standpipe . 

Hous  e s 

Population 

287 

1655  ' 

5791' 

— 

160 

560 

— 

12 

42 

- 

15 

52 

— 

40 

140 

- 

22 

77 

287  1904  6662 


At  the  end  of  1947  only  11. 83 $■  of  the  population  were  being 
supplied .with  mains  water  and  the  following  figures  show  what  excellent 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  last  3 years  to  bring  this  figure  up 

to  36.9^- 

Year.  Miles  of  No. of  Houses  Est. population  Percentage. 

Mains  laid.  being  supplied  being  supplied  of  total 

with  main  water. with  main  water,  population, 

1948  7.4  1158  3860  21 

1949  10.8  1434  5010  28.3 

1950  23.85  1904  6662  36.9 


DRAINAGE  & SEWERAGE. 


New  complete  sewage  disposal  works  for  Council  Housing  Sites  were 
installed  during  1950,  as  follows i- 


Bunwell,  Greenways  Estate  ---30  Houses. 

Pul ham  Market,  St. Julians  Way  Estate  --------  48  Houses. 

Tacolneston,  Old  & New  Houses  Turnpike  -------  22  Houses. 


A further  16  Council  Houses  at  High  Green,  Moulton,  were  connected 
to  the  new  sewer  laid  in  1949,  connecting  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
at  Tibenham  Ex  R.A.F.Site. 

Some  progress  continues  to  be  made  in  the  conversion  of  earth 
closets  and  middens  to  the  water  carriage  system  in  parishes  where 
seT/ers  are  available  without  resorting  to  statutory  action  and  in  quite 
a number  of  other  instances  (7/here  no  sewers  are  available)  owners 
of  property  have  put  in  modern  drainage  systems  with  approved  septic 
tanks  for  indoor  sanitation. 

REFUSE  AND  NIGHT-SOIL  COLLECTION. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  has  continued  on  a fortnightly 
basis  in  all  Parishes  (except  Harloston  7/hich  is  weekly)  and  is  working 
satisfactorily.  At  the  request  of  one  Parish  Council  frequency  of 
collection  was  extended  to  once  a month  for  an  experimental  period  but 
as  no  appreciable  saving  occurred  and  several  complaints  were  received 
the  fortnightly  collections  were  restored. 

In  several  Parishes  minor  extensions  to  the  collection  area  have 
been  made  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  well  over  80$  of  the  houses  in  the 
district  were  included  in  the  service. 

Five  semi-controlled  tips  are  still  in  use  for  the  disposal  of  the 
refuse  - the  use  of  one  at  Billingford  being  discontinued  due  to  the 
possibility  of  nuisance  to  occupiers  of  nearby  houses,  and  an  additional 
tip  being  brought  into  use  in  a disused  gravel  pit  at  Ashwell thorpe , 


Cesspool  Emptying. 


In  January,  1950?  the  new  Dennis  750  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  was 
put  into  operation  mainly  working  on  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  tanks 
at  Council  Housing  Sites.  During  the  year  548  loads'  were  removed  from 
66  tanks  on  Council  Sites  and  in  addition  67  private  cesspools  were 
dealt  with  (99  loads)  at  the  expense  of  the  occupiers  or  owners. 

Cesspool  contents  are  disposed  of  on  suitable  arable  land  or  at 
the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Tibenham  and  Thorpe  Abbotts. 

Night-soil  Collection. 

Night-soil  collection  has  continued  in  Harleston,  but  as  the  number 
of  E.C. Pails  has  been  gradually  diminishing  and  by  using  the  Cesspool 
Emptier  it  was  found  possible  to  re-organise  the  collection  so  that  all 
the  work  is  completed  in  one  night  per  week. 

The  use  of  the  Cesspool  Emptier  (with  special  attachment)  for  this 
work  has  proved  to  be  a.  considerable  improvement  on  the  previous  method 
from  a hygienic  point  of  view,  and  has  also  brought  about  an  appreciable 
saving  in  time. 

Salvage . 


As  far  as  possible  with  the  labour  available  the  collection  of 
salvaged  waste  paper  from  houses  and  shops  etc.,  has  continued  and  during 
the  year  18-J:  tons  were  collected  and  sold  for  £69*10.0. 

Labour  and  Vehicles. 

The  following  vehicles  and  men  are  now  engaged  on  this  work:- 

1 Dennis  10  cub. yard  Refuse  Vehicle  - 3 men  - Working  from  L. Stratton. 

1 ditto.  - 3 men  ~ 11  11  Harleston.  . 

1 11  750  gall.  Cesspool  Emptier  - 2 men  - 11  M " 

1 Fordson  Utility  Van  - 1 man  - 11  L.  Stratton. 

(Salvage  - Helping  Refuse  Collection, Tip  Maintenance  etc.) 

I 2 

HOUSING. 


During  the  year  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  13 
dwellings  and  an  undertaking  that  a cottage  would  not  be  used  for  human 
habitation  was  accepted  in  one  other  case.  When  complaints  have  been 
received  regarding  disrepair  of  houses,  informal  action  has  been  taken 
to  get  essential  work  carried  out  and  owners  have,  in  the  main,  been 
co-operative  and  had  the  work  done.  In  no  cases  has  statutory  action 

been  taken. 

Rural  Housing  Survey. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  2514  houses  had  been  inspected  and  placed 
in  various  categories  as  follows:- 


Category  1.  Fit  in  all  respects 

470 

18.7% 

ii 

2.  Unfit, but  requiring 

only 

21.7# 

minor  repairs. 

546 

it 

3.  Unfit, but  requiring 

maj  or 

37.6$ 

11 

repairs . 

944 

5.  Unfit, and  incapable 

of 

being  brought  up  to 

22# 

required  housing  standard554 

Note : Council  houses  have  not  been  taken  into  account  in  the  above 

figures. 

During  the  year  the  Council  built  a further  54  new  houses  and  6 
bungalows  making  a total  of  414  permanent  post-war  houses  occupied  by  the 
end  of  1950? plus  86  post-war  temporary  dwellings  provided  by  the  conversion 
of  service  buildings.  There  are  also  622  pre-war  Council  dwellings  making 
a total  of  1122  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  in  the  District. 


During  the  year  13  private  houses  were  also  erected  in  the  District. 


FACTORIES  APT,  1937. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  December  31st. 1950? 
was  as  follows :~ 

Factories  using  mechanical  power  73 

11  without  11  11  11 

HH- 

During  the  year  45  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  and 
the  following  matters  found  to  require  at  tent  ion: - 


Found.  Abated. 


Premises  requiring  cleansing  - 11 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  - 2 1 5 

Sanitary n Accommodation  not  separate  for  sexes  - 1 * 

unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accom.  - 2 is 


The  3 outstanding  contraventions  have  subsequently  been  remedied 
in  1951. 


16  inspections  were  also  made  at  various  building  works  sites  in 
the  District  to  ensure  that  satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  was 
provided  for  workmen  and  in  every  case  this  was  found  to  be  adequate. 

3 notifications  of  outworkers  were  received  in  1950  - two  working 
in  this  district  and  1 in  the  Diss  U.D.C.  The  two  premises  were  inspected 
and  the  conditions  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS. 

4 Ik®  usuai  routine  inspections  of  other  premises  controlled  by  the 
Public  Health  Act,  and  investigations  into  complaints  of  alleged 
nuisance  from  ditches,  cesspools,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out,  and  in 
only  ^ case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  legal  action.  In  this  instance 
the  Magistrates  granted  the  Nuisance  Order  applied  for  and  awarded  costs 
to  the  Council. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Council's  responsibilities  in  this  matter  were  somewhat  changed, 
by  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Fests  Act,  1949,  which  came  into  force  on 
march  31st. 1950.  Whereas  under  the  previous  legislation  the  Council 
acted  under  delegated  powers  from  the  County  Council,  it  now  has  a direct 
obligation  to • administer  the  provisions  of  the  new  Act. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1950>  treatment  of  premises  for  rat  and  mice 
destruction  in  the  District  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  the  County 
Agricultural  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Council  but  arrangements  were 
well  advanced  at  that  time  for  putting  the  Council's  own  scheme  into 
.operation  early  in  1951. 

INSPECTIN’  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Compared  with  figures  for  the  past  few  years  only  a relatively  small 
amount  ^f  foodstuffs  had  to  be  condemned  as-  unfit  for  food;  details  of 
which  are  as  follows:- 


Meat  12  lbs.  Beef. 
Tinned  Foods  etc. 

Milk 


Vegetables 
Fruit 
Meat 
Fi  sh 
J am 


Salad 
Butter 


Cream 
y f at , etc . 


6 lbs.  Imported  Lamb. 


39 

tins 

35  lbs. 

14 

11 

- 

20  lbs. 

3 

11 

- 

4 lbs. 

24 

11 

- 

99  lbs. 

3 

11 

2-g-lbs . 

2 

11 

— 

2|-lbs . 

22 

jars. 

- 

9 'lbs. 

MILK  & DAIRIES . 


As  stated,  in  the  1949  Report,  the  Council's  main  responsibility  now 
under  this  heading  is  the  registration  and  supervision  of  milk 
distributors  and  their  premises  (other  than  producer /retailers ) 

At  the  end  of  1950,  11  persons  were  registered  with  the  Council 
as  distributors  of  milk,  and  3 dairy  premises  registered.  Of  the  11 
distributors  4 use  dairy  premises  situated  in  the  district  (l  being 
shared),  1 uses  a dairy  the  registration  of  which  was  held  over  pending 
improvements,  3 use  dairies  outside  the  district  registered  with  the 
respective  local  authori ties,  2 use  dairies  at  farm  premises  which  are 
registered  with  the  Norfolk  A.E.C.,  and  one  distributor  had  no  dairy 
premises,  milk  being  retailed  as  received  from  the  Wholesaler. 

3 Licences  for  the  sale  of  Designated  Milks  in  the  district  were 
issued  as  follows ;- 

1 Tuberculin  Tested  Dealers  Licence. 

1 11  " Supplementary  Licence. 

1 Pasteurised  " " 

The  increasing  tendency  for  milk  producers  to  turn  over  to  T.T.milk 
production  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries'  requirement  that 
all  new  producers  are  up  to  this  standard  has  resulted  in  frequent  visits 
to  such  farms  to  check  existing  facilities  for  drainage  and  water 
supplies  and  to  advise  on  necessary  improvements. 

MANUFACTURE  ATP  SaLE  OF  ICE-CREAM. 

No.  of  premises  registered  - 

(a)  for  Manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream  1. 

(b)  for  sale  only.  18* 

17  of  these  registered  vendors  sell  ice-cream  prepacked  in  cartons  etc., 
as  received  from  producers  outside  this  District,  and  in  the  other  case 
ice-cream  manufactured  in  the  District  is  sold  loose.  All  of  these 
premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  no  case  of  contravention  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  or  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  was 
found. 

22  Samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination,  results  of  which  were  received  as  follows:- 

Grade  I - 4 Grade  III  1 

Grade  II  - 13.  Grade  IV  - 4 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  nearly  80$-  of  samples  taken  were  up  to 
Grades  I or  II  standard  an  indication  that  general  hygienic  conditions 
in  the  manufacture  and  handling  of  ice-cream  are  improving. 

GENERAL  food  premises. 

In  May,  1950,  the  Council  adopted  new  Bye-laws  to  ensure  the 
satisfactory  and  hygienic  handling,  wrapping:  and  delivery  of  food  and 
controlling  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air,  which  came  into  force  on 
July  30th, I95O1  The  occupiers  of  each  of  the  220  food  premises  in  the 
district  vie  re  supplied  with  a copy  of  these  bye-laws,  and  at  the  same 
time  circular  letters  were  enclosed  drawing  attention  to  the  provisions 
of  sections  13  and  14  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  relating  to  general 
sanitary  conditions  in  food  premises.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  visit 
each  of  these  premises  to  ensure  that  the  above  provisions  are  being 
complied  with  and  during  the  year  96  visits  were  made.  Only  minor 
infringements  have  been  found  which  were  remedied  following  informal 
section. 


SIB/MARY  OF  MEDICAL  SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

IN  AREA  !NQ.  5. 


For  the  information  and  guidance  of  Council  Members,  a summary 
of  the  Medical  Services  available  to  the  No.  5 Area  (comprising 
Depwade  and  Loddon  Rural  Districts  .and  Wymondham  and  Diss  Urban 
Districts)  under  the  National  Health  Service  Acts,  is  given  below. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation  on  5th. 
July,  1948,  and  is  designed  to  provide  a comprehensive  Health 
service  for  the  whole  population.  Only  the  briefest  summary  of  its 
provision  will  be  given  here.  Hospital  and  specialist  services 
are  provided  in  the  area  by  the  Cambridge  Regional  Hospital  Board 
The  only  Institute  in  No. 5 area  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
is  the  Mental  Deficiency  Institute  at  Heckingham 

Health  Service  provided  by  the  Norfolk  County  Council  under  Part 

111  of  the  Act 

Section  22  Care  of  Mother  and  Young  Children 

Ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  have  not  been  established 
but  examinations  are  carried  out  by  general  medical  practitioners 
acting  as  agents  for  the  Norfolk  County  Council.  Cases  requiring 
a second  opinion  are  referred  to  specialist  obstreticians  at  the 
Norwich  and  Yarmouth  Hospitals.  Special  equipment  for  premature 
babies  is  held  in  central  depots  and  is  available  on  loan  for  use 
in  the  patients 'homes. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  held  monthly  at  Diss,  Loddon, 

Long  Stratton  and  Wymondham  with  a Medical  Officer  and  a Health 
Visitor  in  attendance.  Extra  nourishment,  in  the  form  of  medicaments, 
when  considered  advisable,  is  issued  free.  Baby  foods  are  also 
available.  Diphtheria  immunisation  and  vaccination  against  small  pox 
is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  on  request. 


Village  Infant  Welfare  centres  have  also  been  established 
throughtout  the  Area.  These  are  listed  below  and  are  attended 
by  the  District  Nurse.  Sessions  are  held  monthly  and  a supply  &£ 
Welfare  foods  and  medicaments  is  available  where  required.  A 
Medical  Officer  is  not  normally  in  attendance. 

Alpington 
Bressingham 
Brock dish 
Brooke 
Bunwell 
Denton 
Ditchingham 

At  the  time  of  this  report  the  centre  at  Ditchingham  has  been 
discontinued  and  a new  one  established  at  Hales. 


Ear sham 
Ell ingham 
Gillingham 
Hales 
Langley 
Spooner  Row 
Tacolnest on 


Thurlton 
Topcrof t 
Winf arth _ng 
Woodton 


In  addition,  infant  weighing  facilities  are  available  to 
mothers  living  in  those  parishes  not  covered  by  the  above  centres. 
These  weighing  centres  are  established  at  : 

Burgh  St.  Peter  Haddiscoe  Scole 

Dickleburgh  Hempnall  Tasburgh 

Forncett  St. Peter  Fulham  Market  Tivetshall 

Dental  treatment  for  infants  and  pre-school  children,  and 
expectant  mothers,  already  referred  to  in  this  report,  is  provided 
where  possible,  by  the  School  Dental  Officer 

Sections  23,  24  and  25.  Midwifery  Services,  Heath  Visiting  and  Home 
Nursing 

There  is  a total  of  19  district  nurse  midwifes  in  the  Area, 
available  for  domiciliary  confinements. 
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Infant  Health  visiting  is.  carried  out  . .s  far  as  possible 
by  qualified  Health  Visitors  but  owing  to  the  shortage  these 
duties  are  othervd.se  combined  with  those  of  the  district 
nurses  who  are  also  required  to  undertake  home  nursing.  There  is 
no  special  provision  for  a night  nursing  service. 

Section  26.  Vaccination  against  Small pom  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation- 

These  services  are  normally  carried  out  by  the  medical 
practitioners,  but  as  already  stated  are  available  at  Infant 
Welfare  Centres.  There  is  no  charge  to  the  parents. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  sessions  are  also  arranged  at  schools 
throughout  the  area  and  parents  are  urged  to  give  their  consent  both 
for  primary  and  reinforcing  injections,  and  is  carried  out  by  the 
local  medical  practitioners  , 

The  County  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  Registrars  of 
Births  and  Deaths  to  issue  to  all  persons  regisitoring  births 
leaflets  which  stress  the  importance  of  vaccination  and  immunisation. 
This  is  followed  up  by  a further  pamphlet,  in  the  form  of  a birthday 
card,  which  is  sent  to  the  home  by  the  Local  Health  Office  when  the 
child  reaches  the  age  of  one  year 

Section  27,  Ambulance  Service 

Ambulance  for  the  conveyance  of  patients,  other  than  infectious 
disease  cases  are  stationed  at  Attleborough,  Diss,  Harleston,  Beccles 
and  Norwich, 

Bor  patients  suffering  from  infectious  diseases,  an  ambul  ..nee  and 
a sitting-case  car  are  available  at  East  Dereham  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  addition,  a sitting-case  car  service  also  exists  for  those  patients 
able  to  travel  by  car,  but  who  are  unable,  for  medical  reasons  to 
travel  by  public  conveyance. 

Section  28,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Car  and  Aiter-care. 

A.  Tuberculosis 

Two  Health  Visitors  are  available  in  the  County  who  are  engaged 
on  after-care  work  and  prevention  and  they  also  attend  session  at 
the  Chest  Clinic.  Shelters,  bedding  and  other  equipment  is  supplied 
when  considered  advisable  as  also  is  extra  nourishment  in  suitable 
cases . 

B . Mental  Health 


After-care  visits  are  made  where  advisable  by  the  two  Local 
Welfare  Officers  and  a Psychiatrict  Social  Worker.  These  officers 
have  various  other  duties  particularly  under  Section  51  pentioned^  * 

C .  Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment 


Twelve  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  two  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  Medical  Loan  Depots  have  been  established  in  t e area  and 
these  are  listed  below.  Sick-room  equipment  and  other  items  such  as 
wheel -chairs  may  be  obtained  on  loan  by  applications  preferably 
supported  by  a doctor  or  district  nurse.  The  Society  or  Brigade 
is  reimbursed  by  the  County  Council  and  there  is  no  charge  to  the 
patient. 


Red 

Cross 

Harleston 

Long  Stratton 

Tacolnston  & 

Pul ham  Market 

Ashwellthorpe 

Gel deston 

Ashby 

Hempnall 

Bergh  Apt on 

St . 

John, 

Diss 

Winfarthing 

Diss 

Raveninghan 

Loddon 

Wymondham 


